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4: Speaking in Tongues is God Bearing Witness 
with our Spirit that we are His Children 

 
Rom 8:16 KJV 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children  of God: 
 
Joh 1:12-13 KJV 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 

 
A better translation from the Greek of Romans 8:16 could be: 
 

Rom 8:16 KJV 
16 God Himself beareth witness together with the spirit that He gave 
us that we are the offspring of God: 

 
The phrase in Rom 8:16 “beareth witness with” is a Greek word meaning “to bear 
witness” with an added prefix that means “together with”, the prefix has the 
implied meaning of “being associated with.” With what is God being associated 
with as a witness? Our gift holy spirit that is also a witness according to this verse. 
This makes having two witnesses that we are indeed God’s child by birth 
spiritually.1 God bears witness by association with our spirit (the gift holy spirit) 
that we are God’s offspring, that is, we are born from God, we are His child just as 
we are a child from our maternal parents, both have given us “seed” from the 
father's side. 
 
The phrase “beareth witness with” is the Greek word “summartureo ̄” (G4828) 
and is pronounced: “soom-mar-too-reh'-o” and is the verb form. This word has 

the prefix “sun” (G4862) and means: Together with.2 added in front of the Greek 
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word “martureo ̄” (G3140) and means: “to be a witness, “to bear witness,”3 therefore 
it is translated “beareth witness with” in the King James Version, but “beareth 

witness together with” is a more accurate translation. 
 
You can look up these Greek words in a Concordance that uses Strong’s 
numbering to see why I translated it this way. The word “spirit” can have several 
meanings, the context will tell you which one is correct in most cases. The three 
main categories that are most used and are easy to determine are: 
 

1. God 
2. The gift holy spirit 
3. Soul life (the life essence of a person, breath life) 

 
Strong’s numbers for the words in Romans 8:16. 

• 1st Spirit: G4151, Use definition #1 above4 

• The word Itself: G846 or “himself” 

• 2nd spirit: G4151, use definition #2 above5 

• The word That: G3754, or “because” 

• The word children: G5043, or “offspring” (as produced by) 
 
When we are born-again we receive from God, the gift of holy spirit, this is the 
power of (or from) God and it is God’s seed in us, it is “spirit” as God is “spirit.” 
Just as we are the children of our parents because of physical seed, we are also the 
children of God because of spiritual seed. We can “see” that we are our parent’s 
children, we have similar features, it may be our eyes, or face or how we laugh or 
some other feature. But, with God’s seed, our physical appearance doesn’t change 
and we can’t “see” the spirit that God has placed inside us. So, how do we know 
that we are His child, and have received His spirit, which we call “the gift holy 
spirit?” We can say we are God’s child, but, we can also say we are the President's 
child, so, just “saying” it with our mouth is not good enough to prove it. There 
must be an undisputable way we can know we are God’s child that we can see. 
There is a way God has provided us within the gift holy spirit when we became 
born-again that we are His child. Not only does this way prove to us that we are 
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His child, it also proves that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.6 How do we 
say in a genuine way that we are God’s child by seed? Speaking in tongues, that’s 
how. 
 

1Co 12:3 KJV 
3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 
There are only three ways to “speak by the spirit of God” in 1st 
Corinthians 12:8-10, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, 
and prophecy. This verse is referring to speaking in tongues. 

 
Even in the first-century church, those that did not understand what speaking in 
tongues was, accused those did it that they were cursing God, but, they were truly 
showing forth that Jesus was their Lord by speaking in tongues. They couldn’t 
speak in tongues without first receiving God’s spiritual seed of holy spirit, which 
they received when they made Jesus Lord. The gift holy spirit contains the ability 
to speak in tongues among other spiritual abilities, it was by speaking in tongues 
that they could hear the spirit in them, proving that they are God’s child. The 
speaking in tongues bears witness with God that they are His child, why? Because 
of how God works with our spirit when we operate any of the nine manifestations 
that are contained in our gift holy spirit. 
 
This is a good time to look at John 1:12-13 because it adds more detail about being 
God’s child by seed. God is a spirit; therefore, His seed must be a spirit. God’s seed 
is not God, just like the seed of the father is not the father, but, it contains the 
building blocks from the father to grow up with similar human attributes. It is up 
to the son or daughter to build upon those attributes to become an adult, the same 
is true with God’s seed in us. We must build upon those attributes, so we can 
mature into adult Christians, speaking in tongues is one way to do this as Chapter 
3 considers. 
 

Joh 1:12-13 KJV 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
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13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 

 
Another aspect of this chapter is that God bears witness with us. In my last book, 
I looked at the word “witnesses” to determine what “our” witness is that proves 
that Jesus Christ is indeed raised from the dead and that we are born-again 
declared by a minimum of two eyewitnesses.7 God is also a witness with our spirit 
(the gift holy spirit) that we are His Children. This is a twofold truth, not only is 
God with our spirit a witness that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, but God 
with our spirit is also a witness that we are His children. But, what proof do we 
have that we can see and hear? It is the same proof we have mentioned before, and 
one of the key verses this chapter is built on. 
 

1Co 12:3 KJV 
3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 

 
The proof that you are a son of God is to speak in tongues aloud or in your mind 
to yourself, that is the only way you can know for sure that you have been born-
again, which proves to yourself that you are born of God, which proves you are a 
son of God. You cannot speak in tongues without the gift holy spirit, it requires 
that “God-in-Christ-in-you” participate. God must provide each word to your 
spirit that must provide [each word] to your mind as you speak [each word]. That is 
how God bears witness with our spirit that we are a son of God. 
 

Gal 3:26-29 KJV 
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
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